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Who We Are 

Colorado Highland Helicopters is a family owned and operated 
business based in Durango, Colorado, U.S.A. 

Brandon Laird (CFI, CFII, BS) has experience in educating 
beginning to advanced pilots. He has spent the bulk of his 
flying career in the mountains of Western Colorado serving as 
a search and rescue and aeromedical pilot. He has throughout 
his career a %100 percent safety record with the FAA. 

Flight Instruction 

Colorado Highland Helicopters is based out of Animas Airpark 
at 6684' MSL in Durango, Colorado.  Flying from Durango 
allows for access to vast mountainous terrain rising beyond 
14'000 ft. less than fifteen minutes away.  Areas of operation 
and instruction will encompass the unique terrain surrounding 
Durango, Silverton, Ouray and Telluride in Southwest 
Colorado. 

Students will receive one-on-
one ground and flight training 
with the same core set of 
instructors throughout the 
course.  

Highland Helicopters' goal is 
to help students prepare to fly 
in mountainous terrain by 
focusing on understanding and 
preparing for the unique 

factors that affect flight at higher elevations including 
dramatic weather patterns, snow operations, avalanche safety, 
advanced power management and dynamic flight planning.   

Students will learn in a MD500C that, with conscientious load 
management and thorough atmospheric understanding and 
planning, can safely fly at elevations up to 20,000 ft.   



Our Mission 

- Provide training with an emphasis on human factor mitigation
and advanced power management

- Remain accessible to all types of students.
- Work and progress at the pace of the student.
- Instill confidence through teaching in austere environments.

“No one should ever have to fly when they feel it is unsafe and 
they should have the confidence and understanding to make the 
decision.”  

Due to the environment 
that we operate in we 
provide Advanced Trauma 
and Airway Management so 
students understand how 
to utilize the medical 
equipment carried in the 
aircraft.  



Our Commitment to Students 

- Provide Accessible help along the way
- Give you First priority for CFI/CFII positions at CHH
- Be Available for references and guidance throughout

your career
- Help schedule FAA check rides at our location
- Guide you through the FAA medical process

The Life of a Pilot 

See our ‘Pilot Stories’ 
Series on our invite only 
FaceBook Page where you 
can learn from your 
peers. Ask to be Invited!  



Prices for Colorado Highland Helicopters 

$1100.00 per hour for Instruction IN MD500c 
• Discount for blocks of 10 hours or more prepaid

$750.00 Per Hour Instrument Instruction in R44 

FAA requires 40 flight hours minimum to obtain a private 
certificate. 
FAA requires 150 flight hours minimum to obtain a commercial 
certificate (previous 40 included).  

Other Courses we offer: 

- Turbine Transition Course
- Mountain Flying Course
- Search and Rescue Course
- External Load Course
- Certified Flight Instructor (CFI)
- Certified Flight Instrument

Instructor (CFII)
- Aerial Tactical Carbine Course
- Airborne Law Enforcement
Course

We will help you tailor your education to your requirements. 

What you don’t pay for with any of our Instruction: 

- Fees for fuel and other combustibles are absorbed into
the hourly fee.

- Prices do not change to reflect dual or solo time.
- Ground school is at no additional charge for students.

For Financing assistance see “Resources” tab on our Website. 

Staying true to our 
desire to provide 

accessible mountain 
training we are proud 
to be the most cost- 
effective turbine 
school in North 

America. 	



WHY RELOCATE TO 
DURANGO? 

Abbi and JoeBob can help you locate 
the mountain home that is right for 
you! 
901 Main Avenue 
Durango, CO 81301 
Phone: 970 759 2217 
Website: joebobandabbi.com 

See www.durango.org for more! 

Purgatory Ski Resort 
Durango/Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Animas River Rafting and Kayaking 
Mountain Climbing 
World Class Hunting and Fishing 
Mesa Verde National Park 
Alpine Loop Off Road Trail 
Vallecito Lake and Lake Nighthorse 
Short commutes with low traffic 
Over 150 Restaurants 
Beautiful Historic Downtown with 
Monthly Festivals 



HOW TO GET HERE AND WHERE TO STAY 

 

Travel between Durango, 
Silverton, Ouray, 
Telluride and Dolores 
within a couple hours.   

Durango (DRO) LaPlata 
County Airport receives 
multiple flights daily. 

Access affordable 
flights through 
BoutiqueAir via Cortez 
direct from Phoenix, 
Albuquerque or Denver. 

Boutiqueair.com 
Call 855 268 8478 

Prospective and Current Students 
of Colorado Highland Helicopters 
enjoy up to A 30% discount at 
Quality Inn Durango 

- Newly remodeled rooms
- Pool beside the Animas River
- two Hot Tubs
- Hot Breakfast Included
- Fridge and microwave every room
- Onsite restaurant

qualityinndurango.reservations.com 

Call 970 259 5373 



Life is Either a Daring Adventure 

or Nothing at all – Helen Keller

59 N Skylane Dr., Animas Airpark, 
Durango, Colorado, 81303 

@coloradohighlandhelicopters.com 

Contact us at: 

JD@highlandheli.com 

Admin@highlandheli.com 

Call us at: 970-259-1423 


